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• NATO’s consultative and advisory body for language training and testing    
issues.

• Main responsibility: custodian of STANAG 6001

• Community of language teaching/testing professionals from MoDs and 
defense-sponsored organizations. 

• Mission: To promote and foster interoperability among NATO and Partner 
nations by furthering standardization of language training and testing. To 
support the Alliance's operations through the exchange of knowledge and 
best practices, IAW established procedures and agreements.

• Vision: To achieve levels of excellence where progress made by one is 
shared by all. 

• Purpose: To foster cooperative professional support among BILC member 
nations and to extend support to NATO within the field of language training 
and education and language assessment.

• Active participation in BILC activities from 27 NATO nations and more 
than 20 partner nations.

Bureau for International 

Language Co-ordination
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Major BILC Events

• BILC Annual Conference in May;

• BILC STANAG 6001 Testing Workshop in September;

• BILC Professional Seminar in October.
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2019 BILC Professional Seminar
Copenhagen, 6-11 October, 2019

SETTING AND ACHIEVING PROFICIENCY TARGETS: THE “WHATS” AND “HOWS” OF EFFECTIVE TEACHING AND TRAINING

Subtheme/topics:

• Tracing the path from needs/requirements to foreign language courses and learning

• Course design and development based on needs analysis

• General proficiency versus language for specific purpose training

• Designing curricula based on STANAG 6001 language progression

• Designing training plans and lesson specifications

• “Recipes” for developing higher levels of proficiency

• Effective training of hard-to-train skills

• Teaching approaches proven to work

• The role of feedback in teaching and learning

• Developing automaticity in language use 

• Evaluation and validation of teaching and learning
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2020 BILC Conference
SC meeting online

hosted by Norway and DLIELC

• Report on the BILC visits in the period May 2019 – May 2020:
• Update by nations on their BILC-related projects and international cooperation
• Military terminology project 
• Report on BAT2
• Report on STANAG Level 4 writing test development
• Report on French STANAG
• Proposal to create a one-page BILC leaflet for distribution in NATO HQ, NATO ACT and 

NATO ACO
• Discussion on distance learning / on-line courses in times of coronavirus measures
• Summary of analysis of which teaching & learning activities support second language 

learning requirements 
• Discussion on issues connected with STANAG testing in times of coronavirus measures 

(certificates required for deployments)
• Update on BILC courses 
• Future hosts
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2020 STANAG 6001 Testing Workshop
hosted by Romania and PLTCE online

8-10 September, 2020

ROADMAP TO TESTING READING
Topics:
Shared goals of teachers and testers
Shared item bank project
Virtual item moderation
Computer-based testing
Testing during pandemic
Testing reading at different levels
Trialling practices
Constructed vs. selected response
Reading test construction
Text rating and typology
Statistical analysis of reading tests

Activities:
10 presentations
8 small group sessions
6 item moderation groups
5 experts answering questions in Q&A sessions
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THE 2020 STANAG 6001 TESTING WORKSHOP 

 



Cooperation between BILC and 
Defence Education Enhancement 

Programme (DEEP)
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• Clearing House, September 2020

• Online

• Ukraine, Mauretania, Iraq, Armenia

• Invitation to BILC to lead a working group on 
ELT during the DEEP lessons learned 
conference in November



BILC Cooperative Visits 

Sept 2019 – Sept 2020

• Bulgaria and Czech Republic

(for Iraqi delegation), September 2019

• Iraq, November 2019

• FDW for Iraq in Istanbul, December 2019

• FDW Ukraine, January 2020

• Tunisia, February 2020

• Bosnia and Herzegovina, June 2020

• Ukraine DEEP annual review online, May 2020
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BILC’s Professional Development 

Programme in Partnership Cooperation Menu 

(PCM. i. e. ACT-sponsoured BILC courses)

1. Language Testing Seminars (conducted at PLTCE):

- Language Testing Seminar, ACT.647, 2 weeks; 

- Advanced Language Testing Seminar, ACT.658, 3 weeks; 

- Language Standards and Assessment, ACT.648, 2 

weeks.

2. BILC Methodology Workshops

- English Teaching Faculty Development Workshop 

“Teaching Speaking and Writing for Military Purposes”, 

ACT.659, 2 weeks. Conducted at 3 PTECs PLTCE, 

Bulgaria and Slovenia.            

Facilitators: BILC teaching & testing experts from 24 nations.
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Shared Item Bank Working Group

Presentation on Wednesday…
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Benchmark Advisory Test (BAT) 
Initiative 

History of BAT – started in 2003 at the BILC Conference in Harrogate.

– Purpose: to provide an external measure against which nations can compare their national STANAG 6001 test 
results and to standardize testing across the nations.

– 8 nations collaborated on the BAT development.

– Contract awarded by NATO for the BAT delivery to ACTFL.

– In 2009, 11 NATO nations participated, with up to 20 tests each .

BILC WG proposed a possible resurrection of the BAT after the 2016 BILC Conference in Riga.

- Evidence for the Validity Roadmap (Brno, Sept 2016);

- Discussed by the WG on Portability and Recognition of                  
STANAG 6001 Certificates (Bled, Sept 2016);

- Survey of interest by BILC Secretary (fall 2017) - 21 
nations responded favorably.

- In 2018 two BAT Writing & Speaking Forums took  
place (9-13 July and 6-10 August 2018) at 
PLTCE, Garmisch Partenkirhen. Some of the 
Participants were encouraged to receive 
certificates as interlocutors/raters.  

- The certification process began a month after the 
forums.

- BAT 2 administration: November 2018 – June 2019

- Report September 2019, Tours, BILC Testing Workshop



BILC SharP
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BILC site – www.natobilc.org
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http://www.natobilc.org/


BILC site – www.natobilc.org
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• Materials on Level 4 (WG on L4 is working on 
development of a prototype writing test) 

• Resources in French

• Presentations from 2020 STANAG Testing 
Workshop

http://www.natobilc.org/
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Questions?

Contacts:

• BILC site https://natobilc.org

• Email branka.petek@mors.si
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