Online Training and Testing

at the Naval Academy In Bulgaria
during the pandemic
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 Background
» Before the pandemic
* Online courses

* Online testing
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as-old traditions:

» Established 1881, the oldest technical education institution in Bulgaria

* Providing higher education since 1968

* Performance Indicators in Maritime Education and Training (PIMET)
Benchmarking/Ranking 2019-2020: |IAMU ranks Bulgarian Naval
Academy second overall among member universities

https://iamu-edu.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/PIMET-result-2019-2020.pdf
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» Established 1881, the oldest technical education institution in Bulgaria
* Providing higher education since 1968

* Performance Indicators in Maritime Education and Training (PIMET)
Benchmarking/Ranking 2019-2020: Bulgarian Naval Academy ranks
second overall among IAMU member universities

https://iamu-edu.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/PIMET-result-2019-2020.pdf
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Categories of students in our English programmes:
1. Military cadets (future BGN officers)

2. Civilian students (Bulgarians and foreigners)

3. Career development (qualification) courses

4. NCO School
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Two distinct ELT departments:

1. Language Training Department
(for the military cadets and the civilian students)
2. Postgraduate Studies Department

(for the qualification courses): my Department

3. NCO School



Courses at my Department
(5 teachers of English)

Intensive 16-week courses (Level (0) 1, 2, 3) = linked to SLP

Participants must take SLPT for BAF (STANAG)

Intensive 4-week refresher courses (between levels)
English for military medicine students (extensive)

Others (specialised, Bulgarian for foreigners, etc.)



Courses at my Department for the first half of 2020
(as planned)

Intensive 16-week courses (Level 0 and 1)
Intensive 4-week refresher course (between Levels 1-2)
English for military medicine students (extensive)

NCO School (2 groups = 2 refresher courses)



Courses at my Department for the first half of 2020
(as they happened)

»Intensive-16-week-courses{Level-0-and-1}

started Jan — suspended March

s_lntoncihso A ook refres (bebweentrevels1-2)

* English for military medicine students (extensive)

+ _NCO - Schosl- 2 groupns—2-refroshercourses)

* Enlisted to Commissioned Officer programme



Enlisted to Commissioned Officer programme

18 May — 12 June 2020

Intensive course, delivered 100 % online
4 students
Final test: written + oral examination

Outcome: 3 passed / 1 failed*

* could not attend the final exam
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English 30381
30381

Bpbaka B Meet https://meet.google.com/lookup/gomfpzh2fw Q

U36op Ha TemMa
KauBaHe Ha CHUMKa

MNpencToawm

HamMa paC

Habnmx KpaeH Cpok

MNpernepn Ha BCUYKM Kupun Xapxwues nybnukyea Hoeo 3apanue: Final Test
12.06

Lanuena 3nateea nybnukyea HoBo 3agaHue: Progress Test U8
10.06

Kanka Axrenoea nybnukyea HOB MaTepuan: passive voice
10.06

Kanka Axrenoea nybnukyea Hoe matepuan: Past simple / Past continuous
9.06




DEEP 2020: English for Ukrainian Military Personnel

26 August — 18 September 2020

Intensive course, delivered 100 % online

13 students

Preparation for the Standard Language Proficiency Test for
the Bulgarian Armed Forces

Test administered In the final 3 days by the Bulgarian test
team



DEEP 2020: English for Ukrainian Military Personnel

26 August — 18 September 2020

 Participants from all over Ukraine

(Kyiv, Odessa, Zhytomyr, Luhansk)

* (Google Classroom + Meet

* Emphasis on speaking and writing
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DEEP 2020: English for Ukrainian Military Personnel

26 August — 18 September 2020

« Some considerations:

1. Itis really hard for the teachers to prepare.
2. What to teach? What to teach with?
3. Technical issues are inevitable.

4. Students ARE motivated to learn, but...



DEEP 2020: English for Ukrainian Military Personnel

26 August — 18 September 2020

... no online cultural programme!




Courses at my Department
(current state of affairs)

* Courses started In resident form as scheduled (L2 & L3).
* The suspended Level O course restarted from square 1.
* The cancelled refresher course started as well.
* \We were given an additional cadet group

(along with the medical students)...

... we still prefer that to a switch to distance learning!



Testing

Regulations at the Naval Academy were amended with strict
rules for online examinations specified Iin annexes. Examples:

Examiners must use either Moodle (with Safe Exam Browser) or

Google Forms...

Exam takers must always have their camera and mic on during

the exam...



Thank you for your attention!



