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LANGUAGE TRAINING AND TESTING IN THE ESTONIAN DEFENCE FORCES, JUNE 2010 – JUNE 2011.
INTRODUCTION

Foreign language proficiency for the personnel of the Estonian Defence Forces (EDF) is part of their professional qualification and is taken into consideration in career planning. Over the past few years every effort has been made to establish a professional qualifications system for military personnel and, as a result, professional standards for NCOs and officers have been approved by the Estonian Qualification Authority. These standards also involve established language proficiency levels.

To achieve the above objectives the language programs within the Estonian Defence Forces have been designed to meet various needs. The areas which need more consideration are: specialized language courses, specifically tailored courses for certain target groups with fixed course outcomes and appropriate assessment tools.
LANGUAGE TRAINING 

As of April 2011 the Estonian Defence Force Language Centre has been operating as a centralized language centre of the Estonian Defence Forces for more than 2 years. Its formation was based on the Estonian National Defence College (ENDC) Language Centre and is comprised of three sections: a Translation and Proofreading Section, a Language Testing Section and a Foreign Language Teacher Section. The latter involves seven teachers working in the ENDC itself and five English teachers working outside the ENDC: three teachers in the Naval Base in Tallinn, one teacher in the North-Eastern Defence Command in Tapa and one in the ENDC Non-Commissioned Officer School in Võru. In addition, from October 2010 until June 2011 we will have two German teachers working on a temporary basis in the Naval Base in Tallinn to carry out an intensive 9-month German course.
The general aim of training in the ENDC Language Centre is to provide language training for the Basic Officer Training Course (BOTC, applied higher education) and Advanced Officer Training Course (AOTC, master students) through their respective curricula. Another important aim is to offer a wide variety of full-time and part-time English and foreign language courses for members of the EDF in accordance with General Staff requests. During the period of June 2010 ​​​to June 2011 the Language Centre provided language training in English, Russian, German and Estonian. Estonian oral and written expression for BOTC and AOTC students is taught for both native speakers and as a second language for non-Estonians living in Estonia (with a minimum entrance level of B2 in Estonian according to the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages). As an integral part of curriculum development activities, achievement tests have been drawn up for all language courses. 
New Courses

During this time period, the following courses were developed:

· English upper-intermediate level syllabus (level B2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, STANAG level 3) for a 120-hour (6 ECP) compulsory English course for cadets.
· Baltic Defence College preparatory English course for officers intending to enter the Baltic Defence College (offers 3rd level military education – joint command and general staff course plus higher command studies courses). The focus of this course is on oral and written performance – briefings, academic writing, discussion. This 5-week, 130-hour course was first conducted in June 2010; its content will be slightly redesigned for June 2011.
· Upper-intermediate English e-learning writing course. It was redesigned and offered as in-service training for the first time from January to April 2011. So far it has been offered as an elective course for master students (AOTC). This was done in order to work more consistently with writing skills as they are traditionally the weakest skills and the hardest to develop. 
· Intermediate English writing e-course (B1+, STANAG level B2+), newly developed to launch in September 2011. In January 2011 a translation and terminology elective course for master students (officially called a specialised language course) was carried out for the second time. The aim of this course was to make military, non-linguist users of military terminology aware of terminology work and translation theory and offer them practice as the main tool for developing military terminology in the Estonian Language.
Major achievements in terms of language training
·  Learning outcomes for all language courses taught by the EDF Language Centre were reviewed and assessment criteria for all grades (1-5) were fixed for BOTC and AOTC courses. In-service training courses culminate in a pass/fail examination.
· Main graded tasks and final examinations of courses at different language levels are currently being harmonized.
· Two English writing e-courses were developed for upper-intermediate level (CRL
 B2, STANAG level 3) and intermediate level (CRL B1+, STANAG level 2+). The upper-intermediate level course was launched in January 2011 and the intermediate-level course is currently under review. It will be launched in September 2011.
International cooperation and assistance play a very important role in language training. The system of English language training for military personnel is also supported by partner institutions from abroad (e.g., cooperation between US and Estonian ministries of defence, etc.). The Language Centre also has two English teachers from the United Kingdom and their contribution to teaching both the language and culture of the English-speaking world has been remarkable.
Language Courses in the Estonian Defence Forces, June 2010 – June 2011
	No
	Type/Level of Course


	No of Groups


	No of Students

	1. 
	English Elementary Course (CRL A2, STANAG level 1) 
	3
	25

	2. 
	English Pre-intermediate Course (CRL B1, STANAG level 2)
	5
	53

	3. 
	English Intermediate Course (CRL B1+, STANAG level 2+)
	5
	48

	4. 
	English Upper-intermediate Course (CRL B2, STANAG level 3, including e-courses)
	5
	46

	5. 
	English Courses for Basic Officer Training Course (BOTC, compulsory and elective)
	6
	71

	6. 
	English Courses for Advanced Officer Training Course (AOTC, compulsory and elective, including e-course)
	3
	24

	7. 
	Russian Course for Advanced Officer Training Course (AOTC, elective)
	1
	8

	8. 
	Translation and Terminology Course for Advanced Officer Training Course (AOTC, elective)
	1
	5

	9. 
	Estonian written and oral expression for BOTC and AOTC
	3
	81

	10. 
	German Course (Pre-intermediate Course (CRL B1, STANAG level 2)
	1
	11

	
	 Total 
	33
	372


TESTING

TESTING

The Language Testing Unit of the Estonian Defence Forces Language Centre (LTU hereafter) develops, administers and assesses English language tests based on STANAG 6001 level descriptors, issues relevant certificates and manages the examination database. At present there are three testers working full time.

Three STANAG testing sessions are held every year: two in spring (February/ March and May/ June) and one in autumn (October/ November). The tests used since 2007 are bi-level tests for levels two and three. Listening and reading tests are developed in cooperation with the Latvian NATO STANAG 6001 Testing Group. This bi-lateral cooperation allows us to pool our resources and hopefully develop tests of better quality. A new edition is developed every year. Version 4 of the tests went live this March. New writing tests are developed for each testing session and tasks in the speaking test are regularly updated.

Since June 2010 two testing sessions have been held, but when the previous report was written the results from the April testing session were not available. Thus the information in the table below is taken from three testing sessions.

Table. No. of participants and levels awarded (April 2010 – March 2011)

	Testing session
	No. of participants
	Listening
	Speaking
	Reading
	Writing

	
	
	L3
	L2
	No L
	L3
	L2
	No L
	L3
	L2
	No L
	L3
	L2
	No L

	April 2010
	55
	21
	28
	6
	2
	45
	8
	30
	22
	3
	1
	46
	8

	October 2010
	58
	28
	27
	3
	5
	52
	1
	34
	22
	2
	0
	46
	12

	March 2011
	36
	15
	14
	7
	2
	32
	2
	14
	18
	4
	0
	26
	10

	Total
	149
	64
	69
	16
	9
	129
	11
	78
	62
	9
	1
	118
	30


The number of people taking the STANAG tests has been relatively stable for the last three years. The LTU’s aim is to ensure that all those who require proof of their English language competence have got valid STANAG certificates, but this aim is yet to be met.

As can be seen from the table, Estonian participants are strongest at reading and listening, in which about half of them gained level 3. The least-developed skill is writing where L3 competence is extremely rare and many participants do not even reach level 2.

In addition to STANAG tests, the LTU also administers and marks American Language Course Placement Tests (ALCPT), the results of which are used for placing trainees into language courses and for screening participants of STANAG tests. ALCPT is also administered by the EDF English language teachers in the teaching centres but the LTU retains overall responsibility for ensuring the security of the test forms and for keeping track of the results.
In addition to the routine work of test development, administration and assessment, the LTU’s main concern is international validation of the tests. An important aspect of this work is Pan-Baltic co-operation which involves representatives from Denmark and SHAPE in addition to testers from Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Due to the economic constraints, however, the former bi-annual meetings have been replaced by one meeting per year. Last year’s meeting was devoted to the standardisation of writing assessment; this year the focus will be on testing speaking skills.
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